
Questions

1.	 Draw	four	lines	and	complete	each	sentence.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2.	 Who	did	Mary	and	her	family	sell	their	curiosities	to?	Tick	one.

	 friends

	 family

	 tourists

	 shopkeepers

3.	 An	important	man	of	science	said	that	he	had	never	seen	a	creature	with	
such	an	enormous	_________	?	Tick	one.

	 eye

	 tail

	 head

	 back

	

Mary Anning

Mary	would	spend	hours	on	the	
beach	with	her	father...

on	display	at	the	Natural	
History	Museum	in	London.

Her	ichthyosaur	and	other	
fossils	are...

special	protection	in	2001	for	
its	important	rocks	and	fossils.

The	Jurassic	Coast	was	given... a	fossil	collector	called	
Elizabeth	Philpot.

Mary	became	friends	with...
	hunting	for	fossils.	
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Mary Anning

4.	 What	does	the	word	‘extinct’	mean?	Tick	one.

	 old

	 no	longer	alive

	 from	the	sea

	 fossil

5.	 Fill	in	the	missing	words.	
Mary	was	a		 	 	 	woman	who	did	not	go	to		 	 	 	so	
she	was	not	talked	about	in	any	books	or	papers	at	the	time.	

6.	 When	was	Mary	born?

						                      

7.	 Sum	up	what	you	have	learnt	about	Mary	Anning.
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Answers

1.	 Draw	four	lines	and	complete	each	sentence.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2.	 Who	did	Mary	and	her	family	sell	their	curiosities	to?	Tick	one.

	 friends

	 family

	 tourists

	 shopkeepers

3.	 An	important	man	of	science	said	that	he	had	never	seen	a	creature	with	
such	an	enormous	_________	?	Tick	one.

	 eye

	 tail

	 head

	 back

	

Mary Anning

Mary	would	spend	hours	on	the	
beach	with	her	father...

on	display	at	the	Natural	
History	Museum	in	London.

Her	ichthyosaur	and	other	
fossils	are...

special	protection	in	2001	for	
its	important	rocks	and	fossils.

The	Jurassic	Coast	was	given... a	fossil	collector	called	
Elizabeth	Philpot.

Mary	became	friends	with...
	hunting	for	fossils.	

✓

✓
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Mary Anning

4.	 What	does	the	word	‘extinct’	mean?	Tick	one.

	 old

	 no longer alive

	 from	the	sea

	 fossil

5.	 Fill	in	the	missing	words.	
Mary	was	a	poor	woman	who	did	not	go	to	school	so	she	was	not	talked	
about	in	any	books	or	papers	at	the	time.	

6.	 When	was	Mary	born?

						Mary was born in 1799.

7.	 Sum	up	what	you	have	learnt	about	Mary	Anning.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Mary Anning was an important fossil 
collector who found the first ichthyosaur along the Jurassic Coast.

✓
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Questions

1.	 Draw	four	lines	and	match	each	word	or	phrase	with	the	correct	
explanation.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2.	 Who	gave	the	Jurassic	Coast	World	Heritage	status?	Tick	one.

	 UNESCA

	 UDESCO

	 UNESCO

	 UNEDCO

3.	 Number	the	events	from	1-4	to	show	the	order	that	they	appear	in	the	text.

	 Mary	became	friends	with	the	fossil	collector	Elizabeth	Philpot.

	Mary	 and	 her	 brother	 discovered	 a	 mysterious	 creature	 poking	 out						
from	a	rock.

	Mary	 would	 spend	 hours	 on	 the	 beach	 with	 her	 father	 hunting	 for	
fossils	in	the	rocks.

	 Mary	went	on	to	make	many	more	remarkable	discoveries.

	

Mary Anning

Elizabeth	Philpot

the	items	that	Mary	and	her	
family	collected

curiosities
the	town	where	Mary	was	born

	Lyme	Regis
Mary’s	friend	who	was	a	
fossil	collector

Ichthyosaur	 the	marine	mammal	that	
Mary	and	her	brother	found	
on	the	beach
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Mary Anning

4. Today has been an extraordinary day! 
Which	word	means	the	same	as	‘extraordinary’?	Tick	one.

	 busy

	 boring

	 remarkable

	 fossils

5.	 Fill	in	the	missing	words.	
Today,	an	important	man	of		 									 	 						 	travelled	all	the	way		
from	London	to	take	a	look	at	my		 	 	 	 	 	.	
	

6.	 How	old	was	Mary’s	ichthyosaur?

						                      

7.	 Why	do	you	think	that	an	important	man	of	science	travelled	all	the	way	
from	London	to	see	Mary’s	fossil?

                   

8.	 Explain	 why	 Mary’s	 discoveries	 are	 on	 display	 in	 the	 Natural	
History	Museum.
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Answers

1.	 Draw	four	lines	and	match	each	word	or	phrase	with	the	correct	
explanation.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2.	 Who	gave	the	Jurassic	Coast	World	Heritage	status?	Tick	one.

	 UNESCA

	 UDESCO

	 UNESCO

	 UNEDCO

3.	 Number	the	events	from	1-4	to	show	the	order	that	they	appear	in	the	text.

	 Mary	became	friends	with	the	fossil	collector	Elizabeth	Philpot.

	Mary	 and	 her	 brother	 discovered	 a	 mysterious	 creature	 poking	 out						
from	a	rock.

	Mary	 would	 spend	 hours	 on	 the	 beach	 with	 her	 father	 hunting	 for	
fossils	in	the	rocks.

	 Mary	went	on	to	make	many	more	remarkable	discoveries.

	

2
3

1

4

Mary Anning

Elizabeth	Philpot

the	items	that	Mary	and	her	
family	collected

curiosities
the	town	where	Mary	was	born

	Lyme	Regis
Mary’s	friend	who	was	a	
fossil	collector

Ichthyosaur	 the	marine	mammal	that	
Mary	and	her	brother	found	
on	the	beach

✓
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Mary Anning

4. Today has been an extraordinary day! 
Which	word	means	the	same	as	‘extraordinary’?	Tick	one.

	 busy

	 boring

	 remarkable

	 fossils

5.	 Fill	in	the	missing	words.	
Today,	an	important	man	of	science	travelled	all	the	way		
from	London	to	take	a	look	at	my	specimen.	
	

6.	 How	old	was	Mary’s	ichthyosaur?

						Mary’s ichthyosaur dated back around 195 million years.

7.	 Why	do	you	think	that	an	important	man	of	science	travelled	all	the	way	
from	London	to	see	Mary’s	fossil?

Pupils’ own responses, such as: He would have travelled all the way 
from London because he would have been very keen to see Mary’s fossil 
because he knew it would be important to science.

8.	 Explain	 why	 Mary’s	 discoveries	 are	 on	 display	 in	 the	 Natural	
History	Museum.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Mary’s discoveries are on display at 
the Natural History Museum so that they can be kept safe and left for 
people to look at and learn about.

✓
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Questions

1.	 How	old	was	Mary	when	she	and	her	brother	found	an	ichthyosaur?		
Tick	one.

	 10	years	old

	 15	years	old

	 12	years	old

	 18	years	old

2.	 Who	told	Mary	that	her	curiosities	were	actually	called	‘fossils’?	Tick	one.

	 her	father

	 an	important	man	of	science

	 tourists

	 Elizabeth	Philpot

3.	 Look	at	the	section	called	Mary’s	Curiosities.

Find	and	copy	a	word	which	means	the	same	as	‘earnings’.

	 	 	 	 	 	

4. When	was	the	Jurassic	Coast	awarded	UNESCO	World	Heritage	status?

	

5.	 What	does	the	word	ichthyosaur	mean?

	

	
	

Mary Anning
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Mary Anning

6.	 Mary began to slowly chip away at it using a hammer and chisel. 	
Explain	why	Mary	would	have	done	this	‘slowly’.

						                  

                   

                    

7.	 Look	at	the	section	called	Mary’s Curiosities.	
Give	another	possible	title	for	this	section	of	the	text.	

                   

8.	 Explain	why	Mary’s	discoveries	were	important.
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Answers

1.	 How	old	was	Mary	when	she	and	her	brother	found	an	ichthyosaur?		
Tick	one.

	 10	years	old

	 15	years	old

	 12 years old

	 18	years	old

2.	 Who	told	Mary	that	her	curiosities	were	actually	called	‘fossils’?	Tick	one.

	 her	father

	 an	important	man	of	science

	 tourists

	 Elizabeth Philpot

3.	 Look	at	the	section	called	Mary’s	Curiosities.

Find	and	copy	a	word	which	means	the	same	as	‘earnings’.

income

4. When	was	the	Jurassic	Coast	awarded	UNESCO	World	Heritage	status?

It was awarded UNESCO World Heritage status in 2001.

5.	 What	does	the	word	ichthyosaur	mean?

Ichthyosaur means ‘fish lizard’ in Greek.

	
	

Mary Anning

✓

✓
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Mary Anning

6.	 Mary began to slowly chip away at it using a hammer and chisel. 	
Explain	why	Mary	would	have	done	this	‘slowly’.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Mary would have done this slowly 
because she would have needed to be careful not to damage any of the 
fossilised creatures.

7.	 Look	at	the	section	called	Mary’s Curiosities.	
Give	another	possible	title	for	this	section	of	the	text.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Mary’s Early Life

8.	 Explain	why	Mary’s	discoveries	were	important.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Mary’s discoveries were important 
because they taught us more about the natural history of the Earth, 
including that it was millions of years old.
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