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 Map reading challenge on the moors 
 

JOE CROWLEY: Today we're in Yorkshire, exploring the North York Moors. I'm 
with Danyaal, Haseeb, and Fezzy. They've been blindfolded near the end of their 
journey, so they haven't a clue where they are. It's the start of a mission in which 
these three 16-year-olds, from Batley in West Yorkshire, will be asked to identify 
locations and follow a route between them. It's a tricky task especially as the lads 
know little or nothing about map reading. Take a look around you. Do you have 
any idea where we are? Exactly where we are right now? 
 
All: No. 
 
Joe: OK, using this map, if I give you a slight clue, which is that we… somewhere 
in this section of the map, I want you to try and work out exactly where we are. 
And the first way to do that, is just to take a look around you. What can you see 
that we may be able to find on here to give us a clue? 
 
Danyaal: Houses. 
 
Joe: Houses, very good. 
 
Fezzy: Valleys. 
 
Haseeb: There's a telephone box. 
 
Joe: A phone box! 
 
Haseeb: Ah I found it. 
 
Joe: Well, that's a phone box, so how do we know if it's the right one? What else 
do we know? 
 
Fezzy: It's one road. 
 
Danyaal: There's a path going down there and there's a path going up here. 
There's a straight road going up there. 
 
Hurrah! We found it. Very, very good. I've set the lads a navigational challenge - 
to link up with an old disused railway track, which follows a line west of some 
mine workings. At a plantation of trees, I want them to head uphill. Now, there 
are two paths to choose from, I want them to take the most easterly of the two, 
and follow it up to a road. Happy? 
 
All: Yeah. Thank you. 
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Joe: Very good. I'll start you on your way - you're going up the bridle path. Don't 
get lost yeah?  
 
LAUGHTER  
 
Right, see you shortly. 
 
Fezzy: Yeah. 
 
Joe: Our helicam is on hand to show how the map relates to the features on the 
ground, along the seven and a half kilometre route. Before the lads get into the 
open countryside, their route takes them through a farmyard. 
 
Danyaal: Do we follow that path? And then we take that one there. 
 
Haseeb: Yeah. It's still uphill. 
 
Danyaal: Are you sure? Yeah. 
 
Joe: Now, the lads, quite rightly walked straight through here. But some people 
might hesitate, cos when you look at it, it looks a little bit like you're walking 
through someone's back yard. However, if you study the map and there's clearly a 
green dotted line, ie a public right of way then you are fully entitled to walk 
straight through. 
 
All: It has to be this. There's no other way. Look for some more clues that will tell 
us where we are. 
 
Joe: A good map-reading trick is to look for features on the ground that you can 
see on the map. Spot them, and you know you're on the right track. The lads have 
identified a farm they can also see on the map. 
 
Fezzy: What are them houses down there though? 
 
Haseeb: It's Craven Garth Farm. Look we've just came from there. That's the road. 
There. 
 
Danyaal: It's Craven Garth Farm. 
 
Fezzy: Yeah well spotted. This is the path. 
 
Danyaal: Must be the path. 
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Joe: Our helicam tracks the boys as they follow a route which takes them one 
side of a steep-faced valley - following the course of an old railway track, that 
served the iron mining industry on this part of the moors. 
 
Danyaal: There's a sign here. 
 
Haseeb: Alright. 
 
Danyaal: So, check were we are on the map. 
 
Haseeb: This is East Mines. 
 
Joe: It's not long before they reach a spectacular example of industrial 
archaeology in the shape of old kilns. These kilns are plainly visible on the map. 
The ground rises steeply as shown by tightly packed contour lines. And the 
helicam can rise high enough, to see what the boys can't. A disused quarry and 
another old railway line that linked up with it. But there are other map features, 
that can help the boys pinpoint their location. 
 
Haseeb: Florence Terrace. Look just there. 
 
Joe: The real test though is coming up. Now, at the bottom of this hill there's a 
plantation, and there there's a path that branches off to the right. That's the one 
I've told the boys to take but, it's overgrown, and very tricky to spot ,so it's going 
to be interesting to see if they notice it. 
 
Fezzy: We're on the High Gill now. 
 
Danyaal: Right, we've got a big decision to make. 
 
Haseeb: Look how many trees are there. 
 
Danyaal: Millions. 
 
Joe: The map features they're looking for, are a plantation of coniferous trees, 
and a path that runs down to Dale Head Farm where there's a tea shop. It's here, 
where they need to turn right. 
 
Haseeb: Dale Head Farm Tea Garden. 
 
Joe: They notice the path that runs down to the cafe… 
 
Fezzy: I really want a cup of tea 
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Joe: …but don't realise its significance as a landmark. They continue on the 
railway line. Now, they're going the wrong way. 
 
Haseeb: It has to be though. 
 
Fezzy: Right, we're lost.  
 
THEY LAUGH 
 
Joe: The boys realise they've gone wrong… 
 
Danyaal: Where else is there? 
 
Fezzy: Dale Head Farm is there. 
 
Joe: …check the map… 
 
Danyaal: It's there somewhere. 
 
Joe: …and retrace their steps back to the right path. 
 
Haseeb: We've just gone fully round. 
 
Joe: They now face a steep climb, where the path disappears in places. It's on the 
map, but it's not clearly visible on the ground. 
 
Fezzy: Come on boys, we're soldiers. No pain…? 
 
Haseeb: No gain 
 
Fezzy: Yes. Yes. No gain. 
 
Joe: Now, at this point on the path there's plenty of potential for the boys to go 
wrong. One path very clearly defined, continues up the hill ,but it's the wrong 
one. The correct path goes off to the right, but you can see it's really overgrown 
and very difficult to spot. The map-reading clue here, is that there's a stream just 
there. The correct path crosses the stream, whereas the incorrect path, goes 
AWAY from the stream. So if they're paying close attention they might just get it 
right. 
 
Danyaal: I'm guessing it's straight up there. 
 
Haseeb: Yeah just follow the path. 
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Joe: It's not surprising, that the boys do indeed take the wrong path again. 
 
Fezzy: Where are we? 
 
Haseeb: Is it up here? But Fezzy eventually realises they've made a mistake. 
 
Fezzy: We need to take this route. You're taking the other route. Show me show 
me. I'm taking the east side route. 
 
Haseeb: Show me show me then. 
 
Fezzy: We're taking the west side. 
 
Danyaal: Yeah he's right. Look we're taking that route. 
 
Joe: And he puts them back on the right route - on the easterly path, that leads 
up to the roadside. 
 
Danyaal: We're onto the path. 
 
Joe: Hey guys, how's it going? You made it. How was that? And what about the 
map reading? 
 
Both: Tiring. Tiring. 
 
Joe: How did you find it? 
 
Haseeb: We made two major mistakes. 
 
Joe: Two mistakes? 
 
Haseeb: It was an easy mistake to make. 
 
Fezzy: We just took the wrong path. 
 
Haseeb: There was not much of a path to walk on, so we took the wrong path. 
 
Joe: Often, it's not obvious where a path is because unless enough people walk 
on it, it doesn't get trampled down. It's not that obvious. That's why you've got to 
look for geographical features, and just any clues that you can pick up along the 
way. Next, I want them to take a route across some heather-covered moorland. 
This route involves moving from one map to another. Thankfully, there's a way of 
linking them. Ordnance Survey maps are covered in a series of faint blue lines 
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making up a grid. These lines are a kilometre apart and have numbers 
accompanying them, which you'll find on the edges of the map. The numbers 
running left to right are called eastings, the ones running up and down are 
northings. You need to look where a route leaves one side of a map, note the 
relevant easting and northing and match them up on the second map. The back 
cover will show you which second map you need. In this case it's OL27. You'll be 
coming up here. What does BP and BS stand for? 
 
Haseeb: Is it a power station? 
 
Joe: Good, good guess. It's not funnily enough, in the middle of grass a petrol 
station. Look at the key. Remember you can always look these things up. Where's 
BP and BS? 
 
Fezzy: Boundary Post. 
 
Danyaal: Boundary Stone. 
 
Joe: Very good. I'm going to meet you at that road. Good luck guys. 
 
All: See you later. 
 
Joe: The route now leads across an expanse of open moorland. Moors can make 
it very difficult to pinpoint exactly where you are because feature scan be few and 
far between. So, you need to make a note of any that crop up on your route. In 
the lads' case, they know they're looking for a couple of boundary markers. 
 
Haseeb: That's a BS and this is the BP. 
 
Danyaal: Yeah go on. So straight on. 
 
Fezzy: That's straight on. 
 
Joe: The path is well marked here. Moors are often criss-crossed by old 
packhorse trails that were laid with stone to stop the horses sinking into the 
boggy ground. 
 
Fezzy: We need to head right somewhere, don't we? 
 
Haseeb: It's over there. As the mist starts to come in the boys see the hills 
opposite where they need to turn right. 
 
Danyaal: Over there. 
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Joe: Soon, they move from one map to the other. 
 
Fezzy: We've passed a few streams, and we came past that last stream over 
there. So we're coming off OL26 and we're going on to OL27 map. It overlaps. 
 
Haseeb: That's it look. 
 
Joe: And they're on the last leg to our final and very misty meeting point. Well 
done. 
 
Haseeb: Thank you. 
 
Joe: Congratulations! Put it there. You made it. 
 
Haseeb: I know. 
 
Joe: It's the end of a 7.5km walk that's taken the lads from a small, sheltered 
hamlet to an exposed stretch of moorland. What was the hardest thing today do 
you think? 
 
Haseeb: I'd say we got lost twice, that was hard. We managed to get back on the 
right track. 
 
Fezzy: Plus, you learned how to understand a map. 
 
Danyaal: Yeah, I can understand a map a lot better now. 
 
Joe: So, look you should bevery proud of yourselves. You feel good? 
 
ALL: Yeah. 
 
Joe: All right, come on let's go home. Well, the lads did go wrong a couple of 
times, but they kept their wits about them. They worked out where they had 
made a mistake, and they got back on track, and that's the key. If you keep 
checking where you are, and which direction you are going in, you won't go too 
far wrong. 
 


