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Explain this - Primary and Secondary Industries 

Video summary Before watching the video During the video 

A short film for secondary schools explaining 
primary and secondary industries. 
 
It will help students to understand the 
background of these industries and what each 
contributes to society and the country and 
how they are linked. 
 
It covers the raw material harvest of primary 
industries and how these raw materials are 
processed, manufactured and changed, 
through secondary industries, into the 
products we use in our daily lives, such as cars.  

Ask students to create a list of ten different jobs. 
Students share the list of jobs with the rest of the 
class. Discuss with students what categories 
those jobs could fit into, are there any similarities 
between the types of jobs? 
 
Introduce key terms such as: 
Industry: Any economic activity which creates 
jobs and generates income.  
 
Primary industry: These involve the growing, 
extracting or collection of raw materials from the 
Earth or sea. 
 
Secondary industry: These involve turning raw 
materials from the primary sector into a 
manufactured product. 
  

You may wish to stop at relevant points during this 
short film to pose questions and check understanding 
or wait until the end. Useful questions might include: 
 

• How many industry sectors are there? 
• What are primary industries? 
• Give an example of a job in the primary sector. 
• What are secondary industries? 
• Give an example of a job in the secondary 

sector. 
• Why did primary and secondary industries 

used to be located near each other? 
• What link is there between the different 

industries and globalisation? 

After watching 

After watching this short film, students could carry out a study of the industries in their local area; what are the main types of industry present and how 
have these changed over time? 
 
Ask students to create a list of jobs that are part of each sector. Research could be carried out into countries where a high number of jobs are available in 
each of the primary and secondary sectors.   
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Curriculum notes Where next? Links 

This short film is relevant for teaching 
geography at KS3 in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland and 3rd and 4th Level in 
Scotland. 
 
It meets the requirement of the Key Stage 3 
Geography Curriculum with regard to: 

• human geography relating to: 
population and urbanisation 

• international development economic 
activity in the primary, secondary, 
tertiary and quaternary sectors 

• the use of natural resources 

This is a great opportunity to investigate the 
range of different jobs available in geography.  

• Use Bitesize Careers section on 
Geography, History and Religious 
Studies to help students to understand 
more about jobs in geography.   

Types of industry: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zx6mxbk  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/c0rx344r1g5t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/c0rx344r1g5t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zx6mxbk

