
Stick Puppet Stories
Writing Art-Inspired Stories

presentpresent  your edited short story with the puppet sketch. When sharing the dialogue, use different voices
for your characters. How else does expressive storytelling convey meaning?

RESPONDRESPOND  to the various ways stories can be structured. When you 
write a story, an audience will read your words to learn about the 
plot and characters. But when you create a puppet show, you write 

a dialogue for performers who will convey the story. In both cases, the story’s 
creator starts with a draft and edits it into a final version.

CreaTeCreaTe    a sketch of characters that could become stick
puppets who will tell your short story. What is the personality 
each character will radiate and how will that be conveyed 
through the puppets’ dialogue?

CONNECTCONNECT  the importance of editing to your work process. When you practice “performing” your story aloud,
it helps with dialogue pacing and editing.

co
nn

ect

co
nn

ect

S"ck Puppet Stories
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RESPOND to the various ways stories can be
structured. When you write a story, an audience will

read your words to learn about the plot and 
characters. But when you create a puppet show, you

write a dialogue for performers who will convey the
story. In both cases, the story’s creator starts with a
draH and edits it into a final version.

CREATE a sketch of characters that could become s"ck

puppets who will tell your short story. What is the
personality each character will radiate and how will
that be conveyed through the puppets’ dialogue?

DraH a short story with dialogue that describes a problem the characters will solve. Later you’ll

edit it into a "ghter version. What is important about the seNng, and how can you

communicate its importance to the audience?
Carolyn, Please create a small blank space where kids can sketch simple s"ck puppet characters 

Also provide them a wri"ng space with some wri"ng lines. Add a colored pencil "p and this

prompt:
Sketch simple s"ck puppets. DraH a short story with character dialogue.

CONNECT the importance of edi"ng to your work process. Use a brightly colored pencil or pen

to cross out extra words and describe the seNng and problem in a crisp, compelling way.

PRESENT your edited short story with the puppet sketch. When sharing the dialogue, use 

different voices for your characters. How does an oral presenta"on of a story reduce the

amount of copy you need? For example, you won’t have to say Bu$erfly asked… and Frog

answered… Similarly, you wouldn’t need to write about a character’s emo"ons because they

will be acted out and revealed by your tone of voice. How else does expressive storytelling

convey meaning?
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RESPOND to the various ways stories can be
structured. When you write a story, an audience will

read your words to learn about the plot and 
characters. But when you create a puppet show, you

write a dialogue for performers who will convey the
story. In both cases, the story’s creator starts with a
draH and edits it into a final version.

CREATE a sketch of characters that could become s"ck

puppets who will tell your short story. What is the
personality each character will radiate and how will
that be conveyed through the puppets’ dialogue?

DraH a short story with dialogue that describes a problem the characters will solve. Later you’ll

edit it into a "ghter version. What is important about the seNng, and how can you

communicate its importance to the audience?
Carolyn, Please create a small blank space where kids can sketch simple s"ck puppet characters 

Also provide them a wri"ng space with some wri"ng lines. Add a colored pencil "p and this

prompt:
Sketch simple s"ck puppets. DraH a short story with character dialogue.

CONNECT the importance of edi"ng to your work process. Use a brightly colored pencil or pen

to cross out extra words and describe the seNng and problem in a crisp, compelling way.

PRESENT your edited short story with the puppet sketch. When sharing the dialogue, use

different voices for your characters. How does an oral presenta"on of a story reduce the

amount of copy you need? For example, you won’t have to say Bu$erfly asked… and Frog

answered… Similarly, you wouldn’t need to write about a character’s emo"ons because they

will be acted out and revealed by your tone of voice. How else does expressive storytelling

convey meaning?

Draft a short story with dialogue that describes a problem the characters will solve. What is 
important about the setting, and how can you communicate its importance to the audience? 
Later you’ll edit it into a tighter version.

Sketch simple stick puppets. Draft a short story with character dialogue.Sketch simple stick puppets. Draft a short story with character dialogue.

What story would you love to read? 
Write it in 500 Words or less.
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