
Video Central or big 
idea

Think, work 
and apply like a 

geographer

Questions to explore Key learning outcomes

KS1/KS2 
Primary 
Geography: 
Explain this...
Maps

Maps are 
used to 
show what 
features can 
be found 
in a place 
and how to 
navigate 
between 
them.

•	 Observe
•	 Interpret
•	 Explore
•	 Scale

•	 What do maps show?
•	 Are all maps the same?
•	 When might we need to use maps?
•	 How should we hold a map?
•	 What do the symbols represent?

•	 Know that maps can be 
different sizes and at different 
scales

•	 Know how to use symbols, 
keys, grid references and 
compass rose to read a map

Suitable for teaching geography at 
KS1 and KS2 in England and Wales, 
Early and 1st and 2nd level in 
Scotland and Foundation and KS1 in 
Northern Ireland.

Key geographical vocabulary and definitions Suggested learning opportunities Ideas for going further and links

Symbol
Grid reference (co-ordinate)
Key
Navigate

•	 Use an OS to follow, and then create, a virtual 
treasure hunt across the local area.

•	 Use collection of symbol cards and their meanings 
for matching and sorting activities.

•	 Create a set of instructions on how to use a map.
•	 Explore the school grounds and create symbols for 

key features. These could be added to a base map, 
together with a key.

NB: The video refers to the lines on a map as the ‘x axis’ 
and ‘y axis’ to create ‘co-ordinates’. The more technical 
geographical terms for these lines are ‘northings’ and 
‘eastings’ to find a grid reference. The northings are the 
horizontal lines - they increase in value as you travel 
north. The eastings are the vertical lines - they increase 
in value as you travel east.

The video introduces maps and 
pupils could develop and practice 
using maps to plan routes, locate 
features or create their own maps 
of familiar places incorporating 
symbols, a key, a compass rose and 
an approximate scale.

KS1/KS2 Primary Geography: The 
United Kingdom 
KS2 Geography: UK settlements 
and navigating using maps 

Explain this... Maps
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