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Cubes and cuboids

A cuboid is a solid with six rectangular faces and all its angles are right angles. A cube is a
special example of a cuboid because all its faces are squares.

Example 1

7 < ,.</ /'/
4 cm

Each of these two cuboids has the same volume, 8 cm?, and the same dimensions: length 4 cm,
width 2 cm, height 1 cm.

You can find the volume of the first (blue) cuboid by counting the unit cubes.

To find the volume of the second (red) cuboid, you need to use the rule:
volume of a cuboid = length x width x height.

Example 2

This cube has sides of length 2 cm

The dimensions of a cube are all the same, so the rule for finding the volume is:
volume of a cube = length x length x length = length?.

The volume of thiscube is2 x 2 x 2 =8 cm?®

bbc.co.uk/skillswise ossCc2011 EHEAME



