
 

Solving problems 
Use what these people say to answer the questions on page 2.  

      

     

     

     

 
  

 
 

We have three lots 
of napkins. There 

are twenty in a pack. 

We collected forty 
pounds. I had to take 
away two pounds to 

buy the card. 

The first train took two 
hours. The second 

one took three. It was 
quite long in total. 

I had ten pencils. 
Now I have four less 
than I started with. 

Altogether I bought five 
things from the garden 
centre. I got two trees 

and three plants.  

I have to take two 
tablets four times a 

day. 
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Each person on page 1 has worked out a problem. Use the words they say to work out whether they had to 

add, subtract or multiply. Can you write each of the problems as a sum? The first has been done for you. 

What did Mark do to 
work out how many 
things he bought at 
the garden centre? 

add 

2 + 3 = 5 

 

What can Della do to 
work out how many 
napkins she has? 

 

     

What can Shobna do 
to work out how may 
pencils she has left? 

 
 

What can Sam do to 
work out how long the 
whole journey took? 

 

     

How can Jeff work 
out how many tablets 
he needs in a day? 

 
 

How can Jill work out 
how much of the 
collection is left for the 
gift? 
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