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When you have a series of large numbers, which are not in number order, it is sometimes difficult 
to make sense of them. 

Here is a table showing the daily profits of a supermarket written in order of days. 

 

If these numbers were put into a place value table, it would be easier to arrange them in order. 

 

Look at each column in turn. The figures for Friday and Saturday will be the largest as these have 
figures in the tens of thousands column. Looking at the thousands column shows that since there 
is a 4 in the thousand column for Saturday and a 0 in the thousands column for Friday, Saturday 
therefore has the largest number. Now carry on for each of the other numbers by looking at the 
thousands and hundreds columns. 

 

 


