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A number line is a line that usually has numbers on, eg: 
 

     
     

              0                       1                        2                       3                       4                        5       

 but may just have marks but no numbers - this is called an empty number line. 
 

     
     

 
Numbered lines may have continuous numbering (go up in ones) or may go up in other multiples 
such as 2s, 5s, 10s or even 100s, eg: 
 

     
     

              0                       5                       10                     15                      20                    25 

The scales on some measuring instruments can be used as number lines, eg rulers and tape 
measures.  

 

 

  


