
 

 

 

People use different words and phrases in different situations.  

 

With someone we know well we might use informal language or slang 

we both understand.  

 

For example “it didn‟t have my name on it” or “go off on one” are slang 

phrases or idioms. 

 

With people we don‟t know, at a job interview for instance, people tend 

to use more standard, formal language.  

 

For example “Are there any questions you would like to ask us?”  

 

To join in an informal conversation people often use similar informal 

language.  

 

To join in a formal conversation people often use formal language.  

 

Sometimes people introduce informal language in a formal 

conversation to „break the ice‟ and make it less formal. 

 

 

 

Informal language 
 

  In the BBC One drama Secrets and Words, Sam is a builder who  
 goes back to college to become a teacher. In the first scene he has 
 an interview for a teaching job. His dad asks him how it went. 

 

Factsheet Entry 3 
 

It didn‟t have 
my name on it. 
 

What do you mean? You 
didn‟t go off on one did you? 
 


