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This is a list of some of the most common words used in hair, beauty and fashion. You may need 
to read and write these words. If you don’t know the meaning of a word, look it up in a dictionary 
or ask a colleague.  
 

alternative  

appliance  

appraisal  

bleach  

capacity  

cash takings  

catagen  

commission  

compensation  

competence  

confidential 

consultation  

cortex 

dermis 

elasticity 

empathise  

emulsify 

epidermis  

evacuation 

facial  

flammable  

follicle  

fungicide  

hydrogen peroxide  

incinerate  

ingestion  

irritate  

keratin  

legislation  

medulla  

occipital  

oxidation  

papilla  

permanent  

portfolio  

sebum  

symmetrical  

telogen 

vocational

 
Tips for remembering spellings 
 
Strategy     Example 
 
Look for rules:    compensate/compensation  legislate/legislation 
Link to meaning:    IRRItates It Really Really Irritates 
Separate the sections:    in / ci/ ne / rate 

 
 
Practise using words in context 
 
Choose a word and find a way to remember the spelling. Write three sentences using the word in 
context.  
	  


