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Shavuot: '\Ruth and N}aomi

1. As the pupils enter

Have the webpage open. Play your chosen music and display the poster of
character names.

2. Introduction

At this time of year (you could give a specific date) Jewish people all over the
world celebrate the festival of ‘Shavuot’ (pronounced ‘sha-VOT’). Shavuot

is a two-day holiday and celebrates a successful harvest. The festival also
commemorates a key event from Jewish - and Christian - religious texts: Moses
receiving the 10 Commandments from God. During Shavuot it is traditional to
spend time studying the Torah - the Jewish version of the Bible - and one of the
stories that is read at Shavuot is the one we’re going to watch now. It’s the story
of Ruth and Naomi and tells of the steadfast loyalty of one person to another.

3. Play the video

Duration 3’ 44”. The final words are: ‘But that’s a whole other story!’

4. Time to talk

Begin by asking the Video questions to aid pupils’ recall of the story:
What country is Ruth from? (Moab)
How did Ruth meet her first husband, Mahlon? (He moved from Bethlehem
to Moab with his family to escape a famine)
What is the name of Ruth’s mother-in-law? (Naomi)
Why did Naomi wish to return to Bethlehem? (Her husband - Elimelech -
and sons - Mahlon and Chilion - had died, and she had relatives there)
How does Ruth react when Naomi tells her to stay in Moab? (She refuses,
saying she will stay with Naomi)
What does Ruth do for work when they arrive in Bethlehem? (She helps
with the harvest)
What is the name of Ruth’s second husband? (Boaz - a local landowner)
Who is Ruth’s son? (Obed - he will become the grandfather of King David)
Then lead a discussion of the story by asking the following:
Why do you think Ruth stayed with Naomi, but Orpah didn’t?
We can describe Ruth as being very ‘loyal’ to Naomi. What does it mean to
be ‘loyal’?
Can you think of a time when you’ve been loyal to someone else, or
someone has shown loyalty to you?

. Opportunity to sing

See the webpage for suggestions.

Link to video page
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